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MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT 


Council  Offices, 
RHYMNEY,  Mon. 
NP2  5XP. 

October,  1973. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rhymney  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Harris  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1972,  which 
has  been  prepared  on  the  lines  indicated  by  the  Welsh  Office. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

The  District  is  situated  at  the  top  end  of  the  Rhymney  Valley 
in  the  north  west  corner  of  Monmouthshire,  a small  portion  of 
the  upper  end  being  in  the  southern  extremity  of  the  County  of 
Breconshire. 

It  is  separated  on  the  West  from  Glamorgan  and  the  Urban 
District  of  Gelligaer  by  the  River  Rhymney;  on  the  East  by  the 
Tysswg  Brook  and  the  Urban  District  of  Tredegar;  on  the  North 
by  Breconshire  and  on  the  South  by  the  Urban  District  of 
Bedwellty. 

It  covers  an  area  of  2,638  acres  and  for  all  administrative 
purposes  is  included  in  the  County  of  Monmouthshire. 

The  main  industry  is  coal  mining  and  many  of  the  men  are 
employed  in  collieries  outside  the  area. 

Smith’s  Clothing  Factory  and  Whitbread  Wales  Brewery 
employ  about  1,000 — the  majority  being  female  labour,  while 
Reeds,  a new  factory  which  opened  in  1971,  now  employs  about 
120  males. 

There  is  still  a need  for  light  industry  in  the  area  and 
measures  to  ensure  this  is  being  maintained. 


STATISTICS 

General : 

Population,  Registrar  General  (1971)  7920 

Area  in  acres  * 2638 

Rateable  Value,  March  1973  £153,463 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £1,414 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  2854 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  3.6 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Local 

Authority  j 

Area 

England 
and  Wales 
(Total) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Estimated  mid-year 
home  population 

— 

— 

7920 

48,815,500 

Live  Births 

Total 

66 

55 

121 

725,405 

Legitimate 

64 

48 

112 

662,907 

Illegitimate 

2 

7 

9 

62,498 

Still  Births 

Total 

1 

— 

1 

8,794 

Legitimate 

1 

— 

1 

7,846 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

■ — 

948 

Total  Live  and 

• 

Still  Births 

Total 

67 

55 

122 

734,199 

Legitimate 

65 

48 

113 

670,573 

Illegitimate 

2 

7 

9 

63,446 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1 year  of  age 

Total 

1 

— 

1 

12,494 

Legitimate 

1 

— 

1 

11,177 

Illegitimate 

— i 

— 

— 

1,317 

Under  4 weeks  of  age 

Total 

1 

— 

1 

8,373 

Legitimate 

1 

— 

1 

7,503 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

870 

Under  I week  of  age 
Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

7.142 

6,365 

777 

Deaths — All  Ages 

63 

37 

100 

591,907 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Local 

authority 

area 

England 

and 

Wales 

Live  birth  rates,  etc. 

- 

Live  births  per  1,000  home  population 
(crude  rate)  .... 

15.3 

14.8 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.10 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  area 

16.8 

14.8 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

1.14 

1.00 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  all 
live  births  .... 

17 

9 

Still  birth  rate. 

Still  births  per  1,000  total  live  & still  births 

8 

12 

Infant  mortality  rates. 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births  .... 

8 

17 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1 year  per 
1,000  legitimate  live  births 

9 

17 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year 
per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

— 

21 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate. 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births 

8 

12 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate. 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live 
births 

8 

10 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate. 

Still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week  com- 
bined, per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

16 

22 

Deaths  rates,  etc. — All  Ages. 

Deaths  per  1,000  home  population  (crude 
rate)  ....  ....  ....  .... 

12.6 

12.1 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.11 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  rate 

14.0 

12.1 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

1.16 

1.00 
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Table  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  past  20  years 
and  Comparisons  with  Rates  for  England  and  Wales 


Year 

GEN] 

DEATf 

Rhymney 

ERAL 
RATE 
England 
& Wales 

INFA 

MORTAL 

Rhymney 

NTILE 
ITY  RATE 
England 
& Wales 

BIRTL 

Rhymney 

RATE 
England 
& Wales 

1952 

11.8 

11.3 

8.06 

27.6 

13.7 

15.3 

1953 

11.58 

11.4 

27.7 

26.8 

16.03 

15.5 

1954 

11.65 

11.3 

38.2 

25.4 

14.6 

15.2 

1955 

12.76 

11.7 

50.0 

24.9 

13.5 

15.0 

1956 

10.8 

11.7 

28.9 

23.8 

15.69 

15.7 

1957 

11.8 

11.5 

41.4 

23.0 

16.49 

16.1 

1958 

12.37 

11.7 

51.28 

22.5 

17.7 

16.4 

1959 

13.6 

11.6 

15.15 

22.0 

15.0 

16.5 

1960 

13.04 

11.5 

17.75 

21.7 

19.2 

17.1 

1961 

12.59 

12.0 

28.2 

21.4 

20.09 

17.4 

1962 

14.9 

11.9 

23.26 

20.7 

19.4 

18.0 

1963 

14.4 

12.2 

30.1 

20.9 

18.8 

18.2 

1964 

10.7 

11.3 

26.4 

20.0 

17.4 

18.4 

1965 

13.2 

11.5 

6.9 

19.0 

16.4 

18.1 

1966 

12.2 

11.7 

25.9 

19.0 

17.2 

17.7 

1967 

13.8 

11.2 

14.0 

18.3 

16.6 

17.2 

1968 

12.5 

11.9 

22.0 

18.0 

15.6 

16.9 

1969 

15.4 

11.9 

26.0 

18.0 

13.1 

16.3 

1970 

15.8 

11.7 

28.0 

18.0 

12.5 

16.0 

1971 

19.9 

11.6 

24.0 

18.0 

15.7  | 

16.0 

1972 

12.6 

12.1 

8.0 

17.0 

15.3 

14.8 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

Males  Females  Total 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Week  1 — 1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  Four  Weeks 1 — 1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  1 — 1 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  8 

Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  8 

Early  Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  8 

Peri  Natal  Morttality  Rate  16 
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Births  and  Deaths  with  Population  for  last  10  years. 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Population 

1962 

172 

132 

8850 

1963 

166 

127 

8800 

1964 

153 

94 

8760 

1965 

144 

115 

8760 

1966 

151 

107 

8760 

1967 

145 

121 

8760 

1968 

136 

109 

8720 

1969 

114 

112 

8700 

1970 

108 

115 

8610 

1971 

126 

135 

8010 

1972 

121 

100 

7920 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Admitted 

Disease  Notified  to  Hospital  Deaths 


Smallpox  — 

Scarlet  Fever  2 

Diphtheria  — 


Enteric  Fever  inch  Paratyphoid  — 
Acute  Pneumonia  (Primary  or 

Influenzal)  — 

Meningoccal  Meningitis  — 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  — 

Erysipelas  — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  — 


Dysentery  (Sonne) — 

Whooping  Cough  4 

Measles  10 

Encaphalitis  — 

Infectious  Jaundice  13 

Food  poisoning  — 


Totals 29 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Periods 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory  | 

Respiratory 

I M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F I 

M 

F 

Under  1 
1 year 
2-4  yrs. 
5-9  yrs. 
10-14  yrs. 
15-19  yrs. 

20-24  yrs. 
25-34  yrs. 

— i 

- 1 

- 1 

1 

35-44  yrs. 
45-54  yrs. 
55-64  yrs. 

1 

65-74  yrs. 

2 1 

- 1 

- ! 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

75  & over 
Unknown 

- i 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

lZ_ 
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B33(l)  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
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AREA  HEALTH  SERVICES 


General  Medical  and  Surgical  Conditions 


The  Family  Doctor  arranges  admission  of  acute  emergency 
direct  with  the  hospital  and  refers  the  non-urgent  cases  to  be 
seen  as  an  out-patient.  If  considered  necessary,  hospitals  outside 
the  area  group  can  be  used  by  arrangement. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Cases  are  admitted  by  direct  arrangement  with  the  General 
Practitoners  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Maternity 

Cases  are  admitted  by  arrangement  with  the  General 
Practitioner  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Tuberculosis 

Reference  by  the  Family  Doctor  of  patients  to  the  Chest 
Specialists  in  attendance  at  the  Chest  Clinics  for  opinion, 
investigation,  or  treatment,  countinues  as  in  the  past.  Admission 
to  Sanatoria  or  Hospital  are  arranged  through  the  Tuberculosis 
Division  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Board  or  direct  recommendation 
of  the  Chest  Physician. 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  cSheme  for  the  preven- 
tion of  Tuberculosis  is  working  very  well.  All  contacts  are 
working  in  conjunction  with  the  Chest  Physician. 

Specialist  Service  in  the  Home 

The  family  Doctor  seeks  a specialist  for  domiciliary  service 
only  if  the  patient  is  too  ill  to  attend  hospital. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  are  statutorily  respon- 
sible for  the  provision  of  an  adequate  service  of  ahmbulance  and 
transport  for  all  National  Health  purposes,  including  the  trans- 
port of  patients  to  and  from  hospital  and  inter-hospitals  transfers. 

Convalescent  Treatment 

For  the  purposes  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
Convalescent  can  be  divided  into  two  classes.  Firstly  there  is 
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convalescent  which  is  a continuation  and  an  integral  part  of 
hospital  treatment,  i.e.  medical  and  nursing  care  is  essential; 
this  type  of  convalescence  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Hospital 
Management  Committee. 

Secondly  there  is  convalescence  where  medical  and  nursing 
care  is  not  required  and  where  the  patient  only  needs  a rest 
holiday  in  suitable  surroundings;  the  Hospital  Management 
Committee  is  not  empowered  to  provide  this  type  of  convales- 
cence, but  it  is  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  (Mon. 
C.C.)  under  section  28  of  the  National  Health  Act.  The  present 
Convalescent  Home  is  Porthcawl. 

Spa  Treatment 

This  form  of  treatment  will  be  provided  on  prescription  by 
the  patients  Doctor  supplemented  by  specialist  recommendation. 
The  procedure  requires  the  hospital  matron  to  arrange  for  out- 
patient specialist  examination  on  production  by  the  patient  of  a 
Medical  Certificate  suggesting  Spa  treatment.  Admission  is  then 
arranged  (via  the  Hospital  Management  Committee)  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  to  Spa  Centres  which  are  at  the  moment 
outside  the  Welsh  Region. 

Immunisation 

Immunisation  for  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 
is  carried  out  by  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council.  Stocks  of 
anti-sera  are  held  at  laboratories  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  for  free  issue  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  to 
practitioners  taking  part  in  Local  Health  Authorities  arrange- 
ments under  Section  26  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

Certain  other  materials  of  this  kind  not  readily  available 
from  trade  sources  are  also  available  through  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service,  e.g.  measles,  serum,  typhus  vaccine,  rabies 
vaccine,  botulinum  anti-toxin,  anti  anthrax  serum  and  anti-snake 
venom. 

Small  stocks  of  anti-toxins  may  also  be  available  at  the 
Redwood  Memorial  Hospital  for  local  use. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  J.  DONELAN,  M.B.,  B.CH.,  D.P.H. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
RHYMNEY,  Mon. 

NP2  5XP 

October,  1973. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rhymney  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  Year  1972. 

Environmental  Health  covers  the  period  ending  3 1st 
December,  1972,  and  Public  Cleasing,  the  Financial  Year  ending 
31st  March,  1973. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply. 

There  are  two  main  sources  of  supply: — 

(1)  BLAEN  RHYMNEY : This  gathering  ground  empties  into 
the  Old  Reservior  with  a capacity  of  12,000,000  gallons  and 
the  New  Reservoir  with  a capacity  of  44,000,00  gallons.  Both 
are  the  property  of  the  Taf  Fechan  Water  Board. 

(2)  UPPER  NEUADD : This  reservoir  has  a capacity  of 

350,000,000  gallons  and  is  the  property  of  the  Taf  Fechan 
Water  Board. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  about  40  properties  in  the  Prince- 
town  area  are  supplied  by  the  Gwent  Water  Board.  On  the 
whoh  the  supply  has  been  adequate  and  of  good  quality. 
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Number  of  dwellings  supplied  by  Public  Water  Mains 


(1)  Direct  to  houses  2,854 

(2)  By  Stand-pipes  Nil 

(3)  Approximate  population  supplied  7,920 

Sampling  of  Water 

Number  of  treated  samples  taken  15 

Number  satisfactory  15 

Number  of  chemical  samples  taken  4 

Number  for  Plumbo  solvency  3 


All  samples  taken  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Newport. 

Copies  of  unsatisfactory  reports  are  forwarded  to  the  Taf 
Fechan  Water  Board. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Practically  the  entire  area  with  the  exception  of  a few  farms 
and  cottages  is  served  by  the  water  carriage  system. 

There  have  been  the  usual  minor  blockages  but  under  normal 
conditions  of  rainfall  the  system  has  coped  very  well. 

Alterations  and  improvements  have  taken  place  during  the 
year  to  progress  with  the  new  developments. 

The  Rhymney  Urban  Authority  is  a contributory  authority 
to  the  Rhmney  Valley  Sewerage  Board  with  representatives 
thereon. 

Closet  Accommdoation. 

One  cottage  in  the  area  which  is  not  connected  to  the 
drainage  system  is  supplied  with  a chemical  fluid  for  it’s  sanitary 
accommodation. 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  Convenience  in  High  Street  was  closed  during  the  year 
as  a result  of  persistent  vandalism.  A new  convenience  is  to  be 
erected  and  its  is  intended  that  there  will  be  full  time  attendants 
employed  to  endeavour  to  counteract  damage. 


Area  Ladies  Gents  Urinals  Basins 

Abertysswg  2 2 1 2 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  Collection 

Kerbside  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  twice  weekly 
throughout  the  area  and  mid-week,  accumulations  are  removed 
from  back  lanes  and  other  sites  in  the  area  subject  to  illicit 
tipping. 

A free  collection  of  bulk  refuse  other  than  garden  and 
builders’  refuse  has  been  in  operation  since  1964.  It  adds  to  the 
cost  of  cleansing  but  does  minimise  illicit  tipping. 

A driver  and  two  loaders  are  employed  on  the  vehicles  in 
serive.  One  vehicle  is  kept  as  a spare. 


Types  of  Vehicles 
Make 

Karrier  Dual  Tip 
Karrier  Dual  Tip 
Karrier  Pakamatic 


Capacity 
12  cub.yds. 
12  cub.yds. 
35  cub.yds. 


Date  of  Registration 
April,  1968 
October,  1967 
October,  1971 


There  have  been  very  few  complaints  regarding  the  refuse 
collection  service.  I am  fortunate  in  having  two  first  class  crews. 
They  are  loyal  and  have  a cheerful  approach  to  this  vital  service. 
They  have  my  respect  and  I am  sure  that  of  the  public  also. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

Suitable  sites  for  the  efficient  disposal  of  refuse  and  proper 
control  are  difficult  to  find  in  these  valley  towns  owing  to  the 
geological  features  of  the  area  and  a lack  of  suitable  covering 
material. 


The  present  tip  life  is  about  one  year  but  plans  are  proceed- 
ing for  the  installation  of  an  incinerator  to  feed  the  new  district 
and  a temporary  site  in  this  area  will  also  be  available  upon  the 
completion  of  tipping  at  the  existing  site. 

Incineration  is  a costly  process  but  I have  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  this  is  the  most  hygienic  method  of  refuse  disposal. 
Nuisances  are  bound  to  occur  with  present  methods  of  disposal 
and  I look  forward  to  the  abolishment  of  such  a system. 

A Drott  International  is  used  on  the  tip  for  grading  and 
covering  and  there  have  been  very  few  complaints. 
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Street  Cleansing 

The  area  is  divided  into  four  manual  sweeping  beats  and  a 
Bedford  Lacre  Suction  sweeper  is  used  on  main  roads.  This 
machine  is  also  used  for  gully  emptying.  All  streets  in  the  area 
are  swept  at  least  once  weekly  and  the  High  Street  and  main 
approaches  daily. 

Straying  Animals 

The  plan  to  minimise  the  nuisance  from  straying  animals 
mentioned  in  the  1971  report  is  proceeding  and  this  should  have 
an  effect  during  1974.  Additional  cattle  grids  and  fencing  have 
already  been  provided  in  the  northern  areas  of  the  district  and 
there  appears  to  be  a reduction  in  the  number  of  straying  sheep 
in  this  particular  area. 

However  there  are  constant  complaints  regarding  this 
nuisance  and  all  are  justifiable. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  authority  should  now  seriously 
consider  the  provision  of  pounds  in  the  area.  I am  sure  this 
action  would  provide  a strong  deterrent  and  at  least  partly 
compensate  for  the  financial  loss  entailed  by  such  trespass. 

Vandalism 

Vandalism  appears  to  be  on  the  increase  in  the  area  and  I 
am  sorry  that  this  kind  of  activity  has  now  extended  to  our 
churches  and  chapels  in  the  area.  I completely  fail  to  understand 
the  breed  that  can  produce  such  evil  and  wanton  destruction  to 
our  sacred  buildings  and  their  reiglious  furnishings. 

There  has  been  the  usual  damage  to  tress,  electric  lighting, 
plant  vehicles  on  site  and  other  buildings.  The  authority  in  an 
effort  to  combat  this  has  published  and  circularised  the  cost  to 
the  ratepayer  of  such  damage.  In  my  opinion  until  the  punishment 
truly  fits  the  crime,  vandalism  will  remain  at  its  high  level. 

Abandoned  Vehicles 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  abandoned 
vehicles  and  some  difficuly  has  been  experienced  in  the  disposal 
of  same. 

Operation  “Facelift” 

This  is  a continuing  project  and  a very  satisfying  service. 

It  does  considerably  minimise  illicit  tipping  and  there  is  an 
obvious  transformation  in  the  appearance  of  the  urban  area. 

The  removal  of  bulk  refuse  has  been  in  operation  since  1964 
and  the  free  service  is  much  appreciated. 

This  service  is  in  operation  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays 
but  does  not  include  the  removal  of  garden  and  builders’  refuse. 
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COST  STATMENT  1972-73 
REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Particulars. 

Gross  Expenditure. 

(1)  Labour  

(2)  Haulage  

(3)  Plant,  Buildings,  Land  .... 

(4)  Other  items 
Operation  “Facelift” 


Totals 

£ . p 

5165  . 00 
5772  . 00 

397  . 00 

40  . 00 

947  . 00 


Total  Gross  Expenditure 
Gross  Income 


12323  . 00 
174  . 00 


Net  Cost 


£12149  . 00 


STREET  AND  GULLY  CLEANSING 


Particulars.  Totals 

Gross  Expenditure.  £ . p 

(1)  Labour  6752  . 00 

(2)  Haulage  3121  . 00 

(3)  Plant,  Equipment,  Buildings  158  . 00 


Total  Gross  Expenditure 
Gross  Income  


10031  . 00 
587  . 00 


Net  Cost 


£9444  . 00 


Public  Cleansing  Staff 

On  the  Cleansing  staff  are  the  foreman/rodent  operator, 
three  drivers,  four  refuse  collectors,  and  five  street  sweepers. 

Three  part-time  cleaners  are  employed  in  the  conveniences. 
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HOUSING 


Of  the  800  dwellings  in  the  area  which  were  scheduled  as 
unfit  during  the  1964/65  survey  nearly  700  have  been  represented 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  remainder  will  be  dealt  with  in  the 
immediate  future. 

Unfortunately  there  has  been  a delay  in  the  plan  because  of 
difficulties  in  establishing  an  agreed  yard  stick  level.  This  has 
caused  a delay  in  acceptable  contracts  with  builders  but  negoti- 
ations are  proceeding  to  formulate  an  agreeable  policy. 

Naturally  this  has  had  some  considerable  effect  on  those  of 
our  public  who  are  waiting  to  move  to  their  new  homes  and  such 
delays  through  no  particular  fault  of  the  Council  can  cause  some 
bitterness  and  frustration. 

I have  always  felt  that  the  clearance  of  unfit  housing  and  the 
consequent  building  of  new  homes  is  a priority  that  should  be 
energetically  pursued  and  this  was  also  the  opinion  of  the 
authority. 

So  many  social  evils  can  be  related  to  bad  housing  and  we 
should  not  as  a Health  Authority  be  prepared  to  accept  any 
lowering  of  standards.  If  we  had  been  allowed  to  continue  with 
our  original  intentions,  I am  sure  our  housing  programme  of 
clearance  and  re-development  would  have  been  completed  by 
1976. 

During  the  year  the  12  houses  at  Westville  were  completed 
and  work  is  progressing  on  the  Tan-y-Bryn  and  Maerdy  sites. 

The  Sheltered  accommodation  at  St.  David’s  Close  was 
completed  and  occupied.  This  accommodation  comprises  25  flats 
including  a Flat  for  the  warden.  It  has  been  a tremendous 
success  and  in  my  opinion  this  is  the  answer  for  aged  persons 
accommodation.  Our  tenants  are  delighted  with  their  new  homes 
and  community  hall.  Naturally  we  are  equally  pleased  and  proud. 

GENERAL  IMPROVEMENT  AREAS 

The  Rhymney  Urban  Area  has  been  declared  a General 
Improvement  Area  and  following  numerous  meetings  in  the 
various  wards  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  public,  works  of 
improvement  commenced  in  1972  and  should  be  completed  bv 
the  end  of  1973. 

Already  a remerkable  change  in  the  appearance  of  these 
areas  has  taken  place  and  it  is  most  satisfying  to  see  this 
transition. 
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HOUSE  IMPROVEMENTS 

There  has  been  a continuing  increase  in  the  number  of 
applications  for  grants  following  the  increased  allowance. 

Since  the  area  is  a General  Improvement  Area  it  is  our 
objective  to  ensure  that  such  grants  shall  be  up  to  the  “12  Point 
Standard.” 

Special  cases  only  will  be  considered  for  the  Standard  type  of 
grant. 

Much  time  has  been  devoted  to  this  function  in  carrying  out 
surveys,  inspections,  interviews  and  generally  making  the  service 
most  helpful  to  the  applicants. 

Mr.  John  Davies  the  Assistant  Improvements  Officer  is  an 
expert  in  this  field  and  is  dedicated  to  this  duty. 

HOUSING 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under  Public 


Health  Acts  32 

Number  of  inspection  made  for  the  purpose  37 

Number  of  inspection  of  dwellings  for  house  loans  70 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  160 

Slum  Clearance  Area  Visits  221 

Number  of  inspections  for  Standard  Grants  50 

Number  of  inspections  for  Improvement  Grants  150 


HOUSE  IMPROVEMENTS 


Number  Amount 

1 Standard  Grants  13  £4,491 

2 Improvement  Grants  35  £47,413 

3 Housing  Loans  56  £50,460 


Housing  Progress 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district 2854 

Total  owned  by  Local  Authority 1195 

Temporary  Nil 

Permanent  1195 

Number  of  Local  Authority  houses  in  course  of  erection 

at  end  of  the  year 44 

Number  of  dwelling  erected  by  Local  Authority  at  end 
of  year  (including  sheltered  accommodation.  St. 

David’s  Close)  121 

A further  scheme  for  106  dwellings  is  currently  with 
the  Welsh  Office. 

Private  houses  erected  at  end  of  the  year Nil 
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UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 


Families 

Premises  re-housed 

3 Plantation  Street  1 

16  Matthew  Square  1 

26  Hill  Street  1 

27  Hill  Street  1 

2 Garden  Cottages 1 

20  Field  Street  1 

9 Field  Street  . 1 

58  Hill  Street  1 

10  Cambrian  Street  1 

18  Cambrian  Street  1 

36  Back  of  Hill  Street  1 

36  Back  of  Hill  Street  1 

4 By  Catholic  Church  1 

66  Hill  Street 1 


Persons 

re-housed 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 
1 

5 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


Totals 14  25 


Closing  Orders  were  made  on  the  following  dwellings  during 
the  year.  The  families  have  not  yet  been  re-housed. 


Premises 

Families 

re-housed 

Persons 

re-housed 

2 Ramsden  Street  

1 

3 

7 Field  Street  

1 

1 

14a  Hill  Street  

1 

4 

11  Hill  Street  

1 

1 

7a  Hill  Street  

1 

1 

33  Upper  High  Street  ... 

1 

1 

26  Cambrian  Street  

1 

2 

18  Hill  Street  

1 

3 

20  Hill  Street  

1 

3 

25  Hill  Street  

1 

6 

Totals 

10 

25 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1957,  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  COMPULSORY  PURCHASE  ORDERS 
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HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 


A— HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


Houses 

Demolished 

Displaced 

Families  | Persons 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

126 

126 

355 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason 
of  bad  arrangement  .... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired 
under  Sec.  43(2),  Hous- 
ing Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

NOT  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS: 
(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  un- 
der Sec.  17(1)  Housing 
Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(5)  Local  Authority  houses 
certified  unfit  by  Med- 
ical Officer  of  Health  .... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  where  action 
has  been  taken  under 
Local  Acts 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(7)  Houses  included  in  Unfit- 
ness Orders 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

B— UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

(8)  Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1) 
and  35(1)  Housing  Act 
1957 

14 

14 

25 

(9)  Under  Sections  17(3)  and 
26  Housing  Act,  1957.... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(10)  Parts  of  buildings  closed 
under  Section  18,  Hous- 
\tv\  Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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HAWKERS  OF  FOOD 

Monmouthshire  County  Council  Act,  1956,  Section  114 

There  were  no  new  registrations  during  the  year. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Intimation  Notices  served  1 

Intimation  Notices  abated  1 

Statutory  Notices  served  1 

Statutory  Notices  abated  1 

No.  of 

Nature  of  visits  visits. 

Accumulations  34 

Animals  13 

Drainage  8 

Factories  18 

General  Defects  30 

Sanitary  Accommodation  4 

Council  Houses  2 

Interviews  110 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  21 

Public  Conveniences  : 48 

Rats  and  Mice  (Visits  by  Health  Inspector)  19 

Refuse  Collection  25 

Refuse  Disposal  51 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  2 

Street  Cleansing  335 

Water  Suppy  — Domestic  6 

Licenced  Premises  36 

Hairdressers  8 

REGISTRATION  OF  HAIRDRESSERS 
Monmouthshire  County  Council  Act,  1956,  Section  119. 

There  were  no  new  registrations  during  the  year. 

Number  on  registerer  at  end  of  year. 

Ladies,  7 ; Gents,  4. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Premises 

Number 

Number 
of  Visits 

Butchers  

6 

10 

Canteens  

5 

16 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

4 

10 

Grocers  and  General  Dealers 

20 

36 

Food  Preparers  

2 

5 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  

2 

7 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  

2 

7 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  

4 

20 

Licenced  Premises  

18 

36 

Hawkers  of  Food 

7 

The  above  food  premises  comply  with  sections  18  and  21, 
of  the  Food  Hygience  (General)  Regulations,  1970. 

The  majority  of  these  premises  are  of  the  domestic  type 
or  small  family  businesses. 


SAMPLING 

Pasteurised  Homogenised 

Sterilised 

No. 

taken  — 

15  

8 

6 

1 

ICE  CREAM 

Grade  1 Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

No. 

taken  — 

11  

9 2 

Nil 

Nil 

There  is  one  Heat  treated  Wholesale  Manufacturer  and  one 
Cold-Mix  Manufacturer  in  the  area.  The  majority  of  the  vendors 
retail  pre-packed  ic-cream  of  the  larger  manufacturing 
distributors. 

Unsound  Food  Surrendered  and  Condemned 

Twenty  assorted  tins  of  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  and 
disposed  of  during  the  year. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Type  of  property 


PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 


03 


C/j 


< 


1.  Number  of  properties  in  district  3333  3 

2.  a.  Total  number  of  properties  (including 

nearby  premises)  inspected  following 

notification  181  3 

b.  Number  infested  by  Rats  177  3 

Number  infested  by  Mice  4 — 

3.  a.  Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for 

Rats  / Mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification  31 

b.  Number  infested  by  Rats  31 

Number  infested  by  Mice  — — 


SUMMARY  FOR  TREATMENT  FOR  RATS 

IN  SEWERS 


1.  Number  of  manholes  treated  128 

2.  Number  showing  “takes”  36 

3.  Poison  used  Warfarin 


No  resistance  to  Warfarin  has  been  noted  in  the  area. 


DISINFESTATION 

41  premises  were  treated  with  DDT  products  during  the 
year:—  Ants,  20;  Bugs,  1;  Black  Beetles,  16;  Furniture  Beetles,  1; 
Wasps,  3. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


PART  1 


PREMISES 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

NUMBER  OF 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupien 

pros- 

ecuted 

(5) 

(1)  Factories  in  which  secs.  1, 
2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  enforc- 
ed by  Local  Authorities  .... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

20 

29 

Nil 

Nil 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  excluding 
outworkers  premises 

2 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  .... 

22 

37 

Nil 

Nil 

There  are  no  outworkers  registered  in  the  area. 
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NUMBER  OF  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 
WERE  REMEDIED 


♦ 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
pros- 
ecutions 
were  in- 
stituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

2 

2 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Overcrowding 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Unreasonable  Temp. 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Inadequate  Vent. 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect- 

ive 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offenc- 

es  relating  to  Outwork)  ... 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

TOTAL  ... 

2 

2 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


REGISTRATION  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 

TABLE  ‘A’ 


TOTALS 

Nil 

24 

24 

Offices 

Nil 

6 

6 

Retail  shops 

Nil 

14 

14 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

Nil 

1 

1 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

Nil 

3 

3 

Fuel  storage  depots 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(i) 

Class  of  premises 

(2) 

Number 
of  premises 
registered 
during 
the  year 

(3) 

Total 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of 
the  year 

(4) 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS 
BY  INSPECTORS  TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES 


TABLE  'B’ 
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ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  ESTABLISHED 

PREMISEHS  BY  WORKPLACE 

TABLE  ‘C 


Class  of  Workplace 
(1) 

No.  of  persons 
employed 
(2) 

Offices 

14 

Retail  Shops 

26 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

3 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  .... 

6 

Canteens  ....  ....  ....  .... 

NIL 

Fuel  storage  depots 

NIL 

Total  .... 

49 

Total  Males  .... 

14 

Total  Females  .... 

35 

Three  notices  were  served  during  the  year  concerning  cleanli- 
ness, washing  facilities  and  obstruction  of  stairs. 

All  were  complied  with. 

CONCLUSION 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  all  members  and  staff  for  their 
willing  co-operation  and  help  during  the  year. 

Yours  faithfully, 

K.  O.  BATTEN, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 


28 


Ebbw  Vale, 


Bendle  & Prole,  Printers, 


